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Appellant Larry DeClue (“DeClue”) appeals from the judgment of the trial court following a 

bench trial.  DeClue sued Respondent Tara McCann (“McCann”) and Respondent William Horn 

(“Horn”) for breach of contract in the Small Claims Division of the Circuit Court of  St. Charles 

County (“Small Claims court”), receiving a default judgment in his favor against McCann in the 

amount of $4,006.75 and a judgment of $500.00 against Horn.  McCann applied for a trial de novo, 

which was certified to the Circuit Court of St. Charles County (“the trial court”).  After a bench trial, 

the trial court entered a judgment awarding DeClue damages in the amount of $1,000 from McCann 

and in the amount of $350 from Horn.  DeClue argues on appeal that the trial court erred in entering a 

judgment different than the judgment entered by the Small Claims court, that the trial court violated 

the Code of Judicial Conduct, and that the trial court erred in entering a judgment with respect to 

Horn because he appealed only the Small Claims court judgment against McCann. 

 

AFFIRMED. 

 

Division III holds:  The appeal is without merit as DeClue fails to understand the nature of a de novo 

review, and substantially fails to meet his burden with regard to the evidentiary matters raised.  

Accordingly, we find no error and affirm the judgment of the trial court. 
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